
NEWSLETTER 

Winter 2018 
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Upcoming activities... 

3 January 2019  

21 February 2019  
Unit A4 Oak Park Estate, Northarbour Rd, 

Portsmouth PO6 3TJ  

21 April 2019  
4, Harbourgate, Southampton Rd,  

Portsmouth PO6 4BQ  

• Laser Quest 

• Flip Out  

• PlayZone 

Action Stations, 19 College Rd,  

Portsmouth PO1 3LJ  

Email: Childrenincarecouncil@portsmouthcc.gov.uk 

Phone: 023 9268 8803 

Web: portsmouthscb.org.uk/children-in-care-council-2/ 

Contact Us: 

A new project was recently launched with the ambition of increasing work 

opportunities for care leavers. This was announced at a conference in London, 

which took place on 24 October that Elliot Kerr and Adam Murphy were lucky 

enough to attend. This project is important, as finding work opportunities for 

care leavers can be difficult, because they tend to be disadvantaged when 

competing for work positions. The provider has linked with various companies  

in order to create these chances. There is an app available, via their website: 

mycovenant.org.uk/ or by searching "care leavers covenant app", where there is 

more information available on current opportunities around work and education. 

On Thursday 25 October 2018 we held the first Junior CiCC meeting. We will  

also be hosting future events for Junior CiCC because we want to encourage  

more of you to become CiCC members. The dates for the upcoming events are  

below and there will be multiple ways for you to request to get involved. The 

Participation Team have sent out some forms for foster carers to complete, so  

that we know what the best way to contact you is. 

We also encourage you to come forward with any ideas that you may have  

about events. If there is an activity that would interest you, please let us know. 

If you want to contact the Children in Care Council, you can email us on:  

childrenincarecouncil@portsmouthcc.gov.uk you can call us on: 023 9268 8803 or 

alternatively you can write to us at: Children In Care Council, C/O Participation Team, 

Floor 3, Core 5, Civic Offices, Portsmouth PO1 2EA or visit our website: 

portsmouthscb.org.uk/children-in-care-council-2/ 

Care Leavers’ Covenant 

On 21 October, Foster-Portsmouth and Flying  

Solo attended the Great South Run in order to  

help raise money for Flying Solo. It was a fairly 

warm day, with thousands of other people attending the event. Joe, Elliot and 

Adam who were representing Flying Solo all finished at 2 hours and 25 

minutes. The Flying Solo representatives hope to run again next year, which 

means a lot of training between now and then to achieve a better time! Two 

young people who clearly did plenty of training 

ahead of the race were Molhem and Nouredin 

who are originally from Sudan. They managed to 

finish their run in 58 minutes, a mere 10 minutes 

behind the winner who took 48 minutes! Molhem 

and Nouredin had travelled down from London for 

the race and stayed with local foster carer 

Michelle Boyes for the weekend. Despite the 

many hardships of their journey through two warzones they 

are extremely positive people who were both really excited to be taking part  

in such a massive event. These boys have shown that they have huge potential 

to do even better next year and maybe even compete in a marathon!  

Elliot, Joe and Adam 

Great South Run 

Care Leavers Christmas meal 
The care leavers charity, Flying Solo are planning a Christmas meal for  

care leavers to take place on Christmas Eve. The venue is yet to be  

decided. If you are interested in attending, please contact Adam Murphy  

on: 023 9268 8803 or via email: ParticipationTeam@portsmouthcc.gov.uk 

Molhem 

https://mycovenant.org.uk/


Ofsted Result 

Remembrance Sunday 

On Sunday  

11
 
November  

two of our  

CiCC members, 

Joe Weltch and  

Rose Harrison, 

attended the 

Remembrance 

Sunday event 

held at  

the Guildhall  

in Portsmouth.  

Joe and Rose were given the opportunity 

to lay a wreath together. Joe said: ‘It  

was good, but nerve wracking - there  

was a lot of responsibility when it came  

to laying the wreath, because it had so  

much meaning’. Joe and Rose had the 

opportunity to speak to a number of 

people at the event. Rose said: ‘Being  

in CiCC is an amazing opportunity and 

laying a wreath on their behalf is an 

honour. For us to live, many had to die’. 

SHIP Event (Paintballing) 

On 30 August, Portsmouth CiCC, Hampshire Police Cadets, Southampton 

care leavers and young people from the Youth Parliament took part in 

Paintballing. It was a fantastic opportunity to meet a variety of people from 

different backgrounds. Many shots were fired, but that didn’t stop anyone 

from trying to get the win. 

Lawa, who is Chair of the Children in Care Council said: ‘I really enjoyed 

the paintballing and it was great to meet the other CiCC representatives 

and see what they do in their local authorities’. 

The event consisted of eight 

activities, with the finale being an 

all-out shoot off that allowed the 

young people to use the last of 

their ammo. Everyone that joined 

in with this part of the  

day loved the chance to cause 

havoc amongst their peers. 

Overall, it was an action packed 

day that involved much running, 

aim and taking one for the team. 

I was asked if I would write something for your  

newsletter about why it is important for the Children and Families  

Service to hear the views of children in care.  

Where do I start? If we don't know what you think, we can't make sure  

that what we do is the very best for you. As what we are here for is to do the best thing for you, 

that's a serious problem! There are so many different ways we can choose to do things in our 

service whether that's about individual children and young people, or about the way we run the 

service. Decisions can be big ones - how we spend lots of money - or smaller ones - like how 

we make our letters as friendly and understandable as possible. I want every single thing we  

do to be influenced by what you think, because you are at the heart of why we are here. People 

don't always agree; and sometimes there are other things we have to take into account, too.  

But the starting point needs to be hearing your views. I am absolutely committed to maintaining 

a culture in our service of listening to children and young people and taking very seriously what 

they have to say. So you have nothing to lose and potentially everything to gain by saying 

exactly what you think, whether it is about your care or about the way we do things, big or 

small. Please get involved, speak up - let us hear what you think! I promise, it does really  

matter to us. Meantime, Happy Christmas to everyone! 

A message from Alison Jeffery,  

Director of Children, Families and Education 

Joe and Rose laying 

the wreath 

childrenincarecouncil@portsmouthcc.gov.uk 

In September, Ofsted inspected Portsmouth City Council Children and 

Families services. CiCC representatives were given the opportunity to 

meet with the inspectors on the second week of the inspection to talk 

about Participation here in Portsmouth. The result was officially 

announced on 15 October and Ofsted noted that ‘Children are at the 

heart of social work practice’ in Portsmouth. The service was graded as Good which is  

a major step up from the previous result from four years ago where the services was 

judged as Requiring Improvement. Michaela Sylvian, CiCC representative said: ‘Upon 

hearing the Ofsted outcome I was pleased to hear that the views of looked after  

children were taken into account. The lady who interviewed us was calm, approachable 

and was more than happy to engage in all manner of conversation and I'd encourage 

anyone wanting to get involved in the CICC to do so’.  

Training 

An important part of what being  
a member of CiCC is about is having 
the ability to shape the service that  
is provided for children and young 
people in Portsmouth. One of the  
ways the CiCC is able to do this is 
through being involved in the training 
process. CiCC member, Elliot Kerr, 
assisted with a social work lecture  
at Portsmouth University during 
November. Elliot found that it was  
a positive opportunity to get involved 
with training social workers and  
raising awareness over some issues 
that young people may face. Joe 
Weltch took part in providing training 
for foster carers and received some 
great feedback from this. ‘Very 
engaging voice and participation -  
great to meet Joe and again very 
energetic and engaging presentation’. 
If you would like to take part in training 
social workers or foster carers, please  
contact us:  


